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Compensatory Education
by Karen Lunsford

Chapter I is a federally funded
program for educationally deprived
children, who are defined by law as
"children whose educational attainment
is below the level that is appropriate for
children of their age". Regardless of
how individual districts/buildings
develop specific educational programs
to reach these at-risk students, the most
current law (Hawkins-Stafford
Elementary and Secondary School
Improvement Amendments of 1988),
and research indicates there are several
components which need to be
addressed.
The new Chapter I law states as its
purpose to improve the educational
opportunities of educationally deprived
children by helping such children:
1. succeed in the regular program
of the local education agency,
2. attain grade level proficiency,
and
3. improve achievements in basic
and more advanced skills. The term
"more advanced skills" means skills
including
reasoning,
analysis,
interpretation, problem-solving and
decision making as they relate to the
particular subjects in which instruction
in provided under programs supported
by this chapter.
These
purposes
shall
be
accomplished through such means as:
1.
supplemental
education
programs,
2. schoolwide programs, and

3. the increased involvement of
parents in their children's education.
In order to accomplish these
purposes, Chapter I programs will need
to work closely with regular classroom
teachers. Benefits to students will be
seen as Chapter I and regular classroom
programs become congruent due to
increased communication between
teachers.
The MRA Chapter I Special Interest
Council will sponsor a one hour session
at the annual conference entitled "A
Potpourri: Working With Chapter I
Students, Teachers, Parents and
Aides". Conferees will get to select from
a potpourri of six topics. Each
presentation will last one half hour, and
be repeated, enabling each participant
to choose two topics. The atmosphere is
expected to be rather informal, limited
to small groups.
To address the need for increased
collaboration among educators
involved with Chapter I students, three
of the council's members will share
their expertise in two sessions during
that hour.
Sharon Yuille, Flint Chapter I
Reading Teacher, will discuss how to
help students reach grade level and to
succeed in the regular classroom
program through a coordinated effort
between the Chapter I teacher and the
regular classroom teacher. Dick
Allington says that this "shared
knowledge" is necessary for the

planning of instructional outcomes of a
reader. Sharon will elaborate on the
importance of this process and share
some experiences she and others have
had.
Mary Jane Walker, Chapter I
Director and Teacher, Howell Public
Schools, and Liz Brown, Chapter I
Teacher, Howell Public Schools, will
present "5 C's of Chapter I:
Comparable, Compatible, Cooperate,
Coordinate, Collaborate". You will get
to look at how one district is looking at
collaboration within the context of the
new Chapter I law and Michigan's
interactive reading model.
Another two members will give
ideas on working with parents. The
new Chapter I rules seek to provide
parents with training and other means
to work with teachers and school staff
to promote Chapter I learning
objectives in the home.
Derryl Evans, Flint Community
Schools, Instructional Specialist for
Compensatory Education/ Reading,
will speak on "Parents: First and Most
Influential Reading Teachers".
Participants will learn the importance of
building a parent/ teacher alliance and
what research says parents can do to
create successful readers. They will also
be shown workable strategies for
parents to use to help their children
read/ comprehend stories, social
studies, science and math.
Rosalie Jordan, L'Anse Creuse
Schools, will present a focus on
developing a meaningful role for
parents as equal partners in education.
A Chapter I Parent Advisory Council
can be the key to a parent model that
fosters positive home-school relations
and encourages parent participation in
their child's education. Mutual trust, a
shared vision and a sense of ownership
and responsibility can be the result of a
truly collaborative partnership.

Jan Pilar, Chapter I Reading
Teacher /Consultant, Fenton Area
Public Schools, will be addressing the
issue of aides/ para professionals
working with Chapter I students. She
will share the process Fenton Schools
went through to add a paraprofessional
component to their Chapter I program.
In addition, Karen Lunsford, Chapter I
Reading
Teacher,
Stockbridge
Community Schools, will provide an
update on the MRA standards for
preparing· reading paraprofessionals,
being developed by the MRA
Professional Standards and Studies
Committee, in cooperation with the
MRA Chapter I Special Interest Council.
For those conferees interested in
learning more about strategies to be
used with students, Pat Meek,
Compensatory Education Supervisor,
and Valerie Peters, Compensatory
Education Teacher, Van Buren Public
Schools, will present two half hour
versions of "Experience New Worlds
Through the Integration of Reading
and Mathematics!" Students in the
Compensatory Education Program have
been experiencing "new worlds" as they
learn how to read through exposure to
Michigan's New Definition of Reading
and related strategies. Just as a student
constructs meaning with words, he is
also required to construct meaning with
numbers. Favorite stories can include
reading and math activities that
stimulate higher level thinking skills
and develop independent problemsolvers.
(continued on page 26)

Collections, Harlan Hatcher Graduate
Library, University of Michigan Library.
This exhibition highlights the awardwinning fine limited-edition press
books by Mr. Tanner.
If you would like to know more
about the Michigan Center for the Book
and how to become involved, contact:
the Michigan Center for the Book,
Library of Michigan, 717 W. Allegan,
P.O. Box 30007, Lansing, Michigan
48909, attention: Joan C. Smith,
Executive Director, or attend the
program at the MRA conference in
March.

Readiness and
Early Childhood
Education
(continued from page 22)
When the child is in a comfortable,
caring atmosphere, only then will the
stimulation provide the necessary
background experience needed for
maturation and readiness.

Com.pensatory
Education
(continued from page 24)
From four to six on Monday, the
Chapter I Council will also conduct a
business meeting during the conference,
combined with an opportunity for
socializing, and hopes Chapter I
teachers will find time in their busy
schedules to attend.

